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A new IEA market report finds that the Middle East
war, by disrupting oil and LNG supplies, is pushing
several fuel-importing countries to speed up their
renewable power plans. The shift could outlast the
crisis.

KEY FIGURES

4,800 GW New renewable capacity forecast for 2026—
2031, 57% more than in the previous six
years

43 -, Projected renewables share of global
electricity in 2031, up from about one-third
in 2025

100 cw South Korea's renewables goal, now
targeted before 2030, ahead of its earlier
timeline

45 -, Egypt's renewable-electricity target, moved
up to 2028 from 2035 as its gas import bill
soared

TAKEAWAYS

1. Energy security now drives the build-out. After the oil and
LNG shock, importers want less exposure to fuel bought
abroad.

2. Governments respond in two ways: some raise their
targets, others speed up plans they already had.

3. The effect already shows in trade: imports of Chinese
solar equipment into Africa and Southeast Asia rose sharply
in the first three months of the war.

4. Limits: in Europe, higher power prices have not yet
brought major policy changes or faster installation, and
supply-chain disruption may delay some Middle East
projects.
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QUOTE

“...as more countries seek to reduce their exposure to
imported fuels.”
Fatih Birol, Executive Director, IEA

PKSP NOTE

Equipment: buyers in Africa and Southeast Asia now
compete for the same Chinese modules and inverters that
Iranian projects use. Prices and delivery times need
watching.

Market case: the IEA's energy-security argument fits
Iran's summer power shortfall and supports solar plants
paired with storage.

Source report: IEA, Renewables 2026 (published 6
November 2026, licence CC BY 4.0)

Editorial digest by PKSP. The full text is at the original link
above.
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